
Appendix 1 
 

Mayoral Commitments 
September 2017- February 2018 

 
Transport 

 

 
Consultation on Bus Timetable Changes 
Final Draft Consolidated Budget 2018/19 – 22 February 2018 - Caroline Pidgeon MBE AM 

 
Caroline Pidgeon MBE AM:  Bus services do seem to have been reduced right across the capital, not just 

in inner London where many of us were expecting it.  Will you consult Londoners on changes to bus 

timetables?  People were very surprised to find they were just informed that from Saturday you are going to 

have half the number of buses you had on Friday.  Will you look to consult on these major timetable 

changes? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  We always look to consult and I will raise this with the Deputy Mayor 

for Transport to make sure we are properly consulting. 

 
 
 
Bus Driver Fatigue 
Final Draft Consolidated Budget 2018/19 – 22 February 2018  - Caroline Russell AM 

 
Caroline Russell AM:  However, other things need solving.  The Transport Committee asked for a wide-

ranging review of bus driver working conditions with a focus on the causes of fatigue.  You have said you 

will not do that review.  Is that because you cannot afford to do any of the things it might recommend? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  I met with, Chair, Unite the Union this week to discuss the two reports, 

one done by the Assembly and one done by Unite the Union.  What I have agreed with Unite is to have an 

independent report done in relation to fatigue and this whole area.  It is really important that we get to the 

bottom of why drivers are fatigued and feeling the stress that they are.  A lot of it is things are outside their 

control. 

 

One of the things I was keen to do, Caroline, was to learn the lessons from the horrible accident in Croydon 

with the tram.  There are crossover lessons we can learn -- 

 

Caroline Russell AM:  Absolutely. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  -- and so I want to reassure you that I take this issue seriously.  Unite 

has done some survey work, interviewing 6,000 drivers, but I take the argument for an independent survey 

and so that will be done soon. 

 

Caroline Russell AM:  You say “soon”.  When will the Transport Committee be informed?  At the moment 

it is showing as a red flag that you are not doing it. 

 



Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Can I drop you a line to give you the timelines in relation to that?  I am 

keen for it to happen as soon as possible.  I am not sure, but I will write to you in relation to that. 

 
 
Tube stock and leaseback arrangements 
Draft Consolidated Budget 2018/19 - 25 January 2018 

 

Tom Copley AM:  Thank you very much, Chair.  Mr Mayor, I want to ask you first of all about the proposals 

to sell the new Crossrail trains to pay and lease them back to raise finance for the new fleet of trains for the 

Piccadilly line.  I am aware that this is something that the London Overground does and it is common on 

National Rail but not something - other than the Northern line - that is used on London Underground. 

 

First of all, I want to ask you if the purchase of the Piccadilly line trains was already planned for in terms of 

TfL’s expected borrowing? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  I am not sure, Tom.  Could we just check that in relation to the 

Piccadilly line? 

 

David Gallie (Assistant Director - Resources, Greater London Authority):  TfL’s borrowing plans 

would reflect the best estimate of the impact to the sale and leaseback arrangements and so, yes, but we 

can double check that and come back to you. 

 

…. 

 

Caroline Pidgeon MBE AM:  On the Elizabeth line trains, can you give an absolute guarantee to 

Londoners that all other forms of lending, including from the Public Works Loan Board (PWLB) or other 

investment banks, have been considered and explored and would not provide a cheaper alternative? 

 

David Bellamy (Mayor’s Chief of Staff):  Yes. 

 

Caroline Pidgeon MBE AM:  Will you publish, Mr Mayor, the advice and information you received on this 

arrangement to assure yourself that this was the cheapest deal? 

 

David Bellamy (Mayor’s Chief of Staff):  It is very difficult to publish that in advance of the commercial 

negotiations but, afterwards, absolutely, we can provide transparency around that. 

 

Caroline Pidgeon MBE AM:  Fantastic. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Of course, for the TfL Board, a public meeting takes place and there is a 

very good Finance Committee that discusses resource sorts of things.  One of the things I do, as the 

Chairman of the TfL Board, is to make sure the Finance Committee are doing the due diligence required to 

address the concerns that you are not unreasonably raising. 

 

Caroline Pidgeon MBE AM:  It is not in any of the documents.  We have looked through months and 

months of the Finance Committee papers.  We cannot find anything detailed in writing on that.  It may have 

been in a part 2 but we cannot see that.  Can I just ask also, when -- 

 



Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  The reason why things are in part 2 is because they are commercially 

sensitive.  There is a very good reason why. 

 

Caroline Pidgeon MBE AM:  Yes.  In terms of publishing that information, will you also publish what this 

leaseback arrangement will cost for each and every year of the lease arrangement, so that Londoners can 

understand the full cost of it? 

 

David Bellamy (Mayor’s Chief of Staff):  Yes. 

 

 

 

 

Road network funding 
Draft Consolidated Budget 2018/19 - 25 January 2018                     Steve O Connell AM 

 

Steve O’Connell AM:  It is only two months away.  You are putting in a detailed bid around that.  I would 

declare an interest in my area, the A22 and A23 meet at Purley.  It has a long history of congestion.  This 

pot of money is designed, among other things, to reduce congestion and support all road users.  Can I urge 

you to ask TfL to bid for a fair and significant pot of that money for Londoners generally and also for my 

constituency? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Yes.  Chair, can I suggest that I ask my Deputy Mayor for Transport to 

speak with you?  Can I put out the invitation to other Assembly Members about any particular issues in their 

areas as well?  I am happy to. 

 
 
 

RAF Northolt 
Question number 2017/5288 14 December 2017  Peter Whittle AM 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  I am absolutely clear that the role of Royal Air Force (RAF) Northolt 

should not change and should not be used for more commercial flights.  This is reiterated in my new draft 

London Plan, which states that any significant shift in the mix of operations using an airport should be 

refused. 

 

The Government has announced that RAF Northolt will close for some months in 2018 to undertake 

improvements to the runway and extend its life.  However, I am not aware that this is linked to any 

proposals to increase the number of commercial flights using the airport, nor that any such plans are in 

development.  If the Assembly Member has any information to the contrary, I would be grateful if he could 

share this. 

 

In light of his question and the public concern, I have written to the Ministry of Defence (MoD) to seek 

clarification about the scope of proposed works and seek assurances that this will not permit increased 

commercial flying.  Of course, I will share the response as soon as I receive it. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

TfL transparency 
Question Number: 2017/4308     16 November 2017  Caroline Russell AM  

 

 

Caroline Russell AM:  Thank you.  Then, finally, on transparency.  I gather TfL and the bus operators had 

a London bus safety summit this week.  Transport committee members were blocked from attending.  What 

was it they were discussing that needed to be kept behind closed doors? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  I have got no idea.  I am happy to write to the Assembly Member. 

 

 

 

Private Hire Vehicles and congestion charges 
Question number 2017/4213  16 November 2017  Andrew Boff AM 
 

Andrew Boff AM:  Mr Mayor, your predecessor commissioned a report in January last year to investigate 

the potential impacts of removing the congestion charge zone exemptions for private hire vehicles (PHVs).  

Would you release that report to the Assembly? 
 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Chair, I am happy to get my staff to write Assembly Member Boff a 

note on the procedures of City Hall and a Noddy guide on how to do the FOI because that will hopefully 

help him get this information. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  If the Assembly Member wants to see a report prepared for the previous 

Mayor I am happy to send him the processes on how he goes about getting that. 

 

  

 
TfL Ombudsman 
Question number 2017/3467 14 September 2017  Tony Devenish AM 

 

Tony Devenish AM: I would be interested also if you could come back to me in writing with the 

organisations that the TfL Board are already benchmarking themselves with, please. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Sure. 
 
  



 

Policing 
 

 

MASH Units and FGM                Andrew Boff AM/Jennette Arnold OBE AM 
Final Draft Consolidated Budget 2018/19 – 22 February 2018 

 

Andrew Boff AM:  Thank you, Mr Mayor.  Could I ask that you spend some time or use some of those 

resources to address the issue of what is perceived as an ignorance in the Multiagency Safeguarding Hubs 

(MASHs) about the pointers to FGM?  It has come to my attention that some of those cases could have 

been identified earlier had each borough’s MASH unit been more aware of the symptoms of FGM. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  If you drop me an email, I am really happy to look into that, of course. 

 

Andrew Boff AM:  Thank you. 

 

Jennette Arnold OBE AM (Chair):  Mr Mayor, you have named me twice and so I will have to come in. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  I am sorry. 

 

Jennette Arnold OBE AM (Chair):  As a point of clarification and following on from what 

Assembly Member Boff has said, I totally agree with what he is saying.  There is work to be done there.  Can 

I just thank you on behalf of all of the community activists who helped me produce that report Tackling 

FGM in London, working towards a zero-cutting city?  Can I ask you to ask the Deputy Mayor responsible 

for this area about two recommendations?  One was for a pan-London campaign and the other one was 

about funding community activism at the front line because it is within the community that we can get 

change.  I just wanted to put that in there because you named me. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  I hear you loud and clear, as I always do. 

 

 
 
Knife crime                                                              Shaun Bailey AM 
Draft Consolidated Budget 2018/19 - 25 January 2018  

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  However, you are right.  That £15 million is linked directly to the issue 

of knife crime. 

 

Shaun Bailey AM:  At what stage and how will the Commissioner give the GLA or the Assembly some idea, 

or some vision, for what she has intended for that money? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Chair, why do we not agree?  Assuming the Budget goes through in 

three weeks’ time, why do I not agree through you, Chair, to ask the Deputy Mayor for Policing and Crime 

with the Commissioner at the next Police and Crime Committee meeting to give you an idea?  I am not sure 

when that is, by the way.  I assume it is imminent. 

 

 



 

Borough mergers          18 January 2018         Tony Devenish AM 
 

Tony Devenish AM:  I had hoped for an oral update - and it may not have got through to your system - on 

a letter that my Council Leader, Councillor Nickie Aiken, sent to you on 10 January to do with the borough 

police merger.  All I would ask this morning, sir, is that you read the letter and please reflect on it?  I know 

everybody makes a special plea, but Westminster is a very special place and we are very concerned about the 

proposed borough merger with three boroughs rather than Westminster.  If you could please read the letter 

and respond, I would be very grateful. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Noted. 

 

Jennette Arnold OBE AM (Chair):  Mr Mayor, that is an opportunity that Mr Devenish has used, and so 

can you just give a quick yes or no? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Yes.  I beg your pardon, Chair.  Noted.  I will follow that up. 

 

 

 

Metropolitan Police Child Protection Inspection and post-inspection 
updates  
Question number: 2018/0001    18 January 2018    Caroline Pidgeon MBE AM 
 

Caroline Pidgeon MBE AM:  Thank you very much indeed.  I have been raising concerns about child 

safeguarding for many years, but the issues remain.  The Inspector’s latest quarterly report - this is from 

November 2017 - shows that 93% of MPS investigations into child protection were inadequate and needed 

improvement.  What action have you taken since November 2017 to assure yourself that improvements will 

be made quickly? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  I have a long list, Chair - I will write to you, just to save time - of the 

things we have done, but it is not good enough.  We have continued the oversight, asking the tough 

questions, but have put more structures in place so we can have evidence to demonstrate there is going to 

be genuine change.  What I am told is that it will take some time, I am afraid, to turn things around.  Your 

question has highlighted the fact that police know there are problems but there does not seem to be as 

swift a turnaround as there should be.  That is why you are right - as indeed Sophie Linden and I are right - 

to continue to put pressure on the police.  That is why what I have announced today is new in the sense of 

asking the HMICFRS to provide the ongoing support so that we can have external pressure as well. 

 

Knife Crime Toolkit 
Question number 2017/4372 21 December 2017  Shaun Bailey AM 

 
Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London): Therefore, we can provide the teachers with a bespoke toolkit they can 

use to teach young people the sort of things you are talking about.  We are hoping to launch that early next 

year.  I am really happy to give you an early viewing of some of the stuff that is going to be in the toolkit.  

Hopefully you will welcome that. 

 
 



Hate crime 
Question number 2017/4372 16 November 2017  Peter Whittle AM 
 

Peter Whittle AM: I tried at the recent Plenary with the Commissioner {Cressida Dick CBE QPM, MPS 

Commissioner] to get some sort of breakdown of the figures of hate crime.  It is proving quite difficult, at 

least it is taking a long time.  Do you have those sorts of figures at your disposal that I could have that 

basically which describe how much is online, how much is comment, how much is physical attack, what have 

you?  It is proving very difficult to get that. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Can I undertake, Chair, to go away and bring back to Assembly Member 

Whittle, I am happy to copy in others, what the figures are for hate crime.  Happy to do that.  I see nodding 

heads so I will circulate it to the entire Assembly. 

 
 

 

Domestic abusers register 
Question number 2017/4577  16 November 2017  Len Duvall AM 
 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Can I say, Chair, that is on top of the fact that fewer people will suffer 

the misery, less victims of crime and the savings that you are talking about.  What I suggest, Chair, is 

because there are some issues around the cause and effects of it and the impacts on the National Probation 

Service and the London Community Rehabilitation Company.  Can I suggest, Chair, subject to permission 

from you, that my Deputy for Policing and Crime, Sophie Linden, meets with Len Duvall AM, who’s leading 

on this, in the next three or four weeks to discuss how we move forward in relation to this piece of work?  

Because I actually think this piece of work may be an incentive, one of -- sorry, an additional incentive for 

the Government to take action as has been suggested by the Assembly and supported by me. 

 

 

Borough mergers – Deputy Mayor meetings 
Question Number 2017/3917  12 October 2017 Keith Prince AM 

 

Keith Prince AM:  Do you think, Mr Mayor, it would be more appropriate, if she is having a meeting with 

the borough leaders to discuss the tri-borough pathfinder in Havering, Redbridge and Barking and 

Dagenham that she should at least do us the courtesy of inviting us to that meeting? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Chair, sorry, I am not sure if they have been excluded or not invited.  

Which one is it? 

 

Keith Prince AM:  Being excluded, Mr Mayor.  I have publicly asked her if she would invite myself and 

Assembly Member Desai and she said no.  I think it is most inappropriate, for a meeting that concerns two 

of my boroughs and one of Unmesh’s [Unmesh Desai AM] boroughs, that she would exclude us, Mr Mayor.   

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  I just do not know the facts, Chair.  I am happy to look into them and 

get back to the Assembly Member.   

 

 

 

 



Modern Day Slavery 
Question number: 2017/3996 12 October 2017 Jennette Arnold OBE AM 

 

Jennette Arnold OBE AM (Chair):  Thank you for that.  I have got a couple of questions.  Because of the 

need to raise awareness and share as much information as possible, will you look to ensuring that the work 

of the board and the work of all the meetings that you are having, the Deputies are having around this 

issue, is publicised as soon as possible?  I am sure we can find a mechanism of doing that. 

 

 

 
Counter terrorism 
2017/4007  12 October 2017   Andrew Dismore AM 

 

Andrew Dismore AM:  Can you say how many detectives the MPS is currently short and what the barriers 

are, as you see them, to filling the vacancies and what progress is being made in recruiting detectives to fill 

those vacancies?  

 

Andrew Dismore AM:  How many are we short at present?  

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  There is a figure which I can send to you. 

 

 

 

Disproportionality in BAME individuals in the CJS 
Question number 2017/3995 12 October 2017 Jennette Arnold OBE AM 

 

Jennette Arnold OBE AM (Chair):  Let me just be clear what you have said, that the Trident matrix is 

under review specifically. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Correct.   

 

Jennette Arnold OBE AM (Chair):  I was not clear about the timescale and how that would be reported.   

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  I am happy for Sophie Linden [Deputy Mayor for Policing and Crime] to 

give you a briefing this issue. 

 

 

 
Transparency and Policing 
Question number 2017/3830 14 September 2017  Andrew Dismore AM 

 

Caroline Pidgeon MBE AM:  Are you happy with the seemingly shambolic nature of your consultation? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  These are meetings organised locally.  They are locally organised and 

so, if you are criticising, for example, the Council in Kensington and Chelsea, I note that and I will pass that 

on to them.  If you are criticising other councils, I know the Borough Commanders and I will pass on your 

criticism. 

 



Andrew Dismore AM:  Thank you, Deputy Chairman.  I have raised with you before the local concerns over 

the mergers in Camden and Islington, including poor community engagement, poor response to 101 calls 

and, most importantly, the worsening response times to emergency “I” and emergency “S” calls for help.  

You rightly said in response to a written question that the rollout across the capital will not happen until the 

merger problems are sorted out. 

 

Can you say when the evaluation is going to take place and confirm it will be carried out on published and 

objective criteria? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London): However, clearly, as was referred to by Assembly Member Desai, 

response times were a big source of concern for everyone and we still need to address those.  The idea is 

that towards the end of this year the Commissioner and the Deputy Mayor will evaluate the pathfinders 

before deciding on how to proceed. 

 

Andrew Dismore AM:  Will that be on objective and published criteria? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Can I write to you about that?  I am not sure what the criteria are, but 

they should always be criteria that reassure the public rather than a source of not reassuring the public.  I 

will write to you to let you know exactly what the criteria is and when we expect to evaluate that by. 

 

Gareth Bacon AM:  Thank you very much, Deputy Chairman.  Just on that final point, Mr Mayor, could 

you write to all Assembly Members on that criteria? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Of course. 

 

 

 

London’s security after Brexit 
Question number 2017/3708  14 September 2017  Len Duvall AM 

 

Len Duvall AM:  There will be many tragedies on the back of this if we do not get this right.  Therefore, 

what I am asking you to do is urgently meet with the Home Secretary. 

 

Will you also link up with Police and Crime Commissioners across the country?  London’s MPS is not just 

dealing with London.  We have a sense of leadership for the rest of policing in London.  Would you make 

them have common cause with the Government so that it has a sense of urgency to get on with this matter 

and to be clear about the direction that we are traveling? 

 

Will you also contact your counterparts in other devolved assemblies and parliaments like Scotland and 

Wales? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London): Let me work on how I can accelerate the reassurance that we all need to 

make sure that the cross-borders work that takes place, which has led to people being brought back to 

London to face justice, for example, terrorists, which has led to dangerous people not being allowed to 

come here, which has led to good working together to investigate crime carries on after we leave the EU.  I 

will do that and I will then write back to Assembly Member Duvall to let him know what action I have taken, 

because he can then pass on the action we have taken as a consequence. 

 



 

Inclusivity of MP/MOPAC public access consultation 
Question Number 2017/5053 14 December 2017  Tony Devenish AM 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):   The MPS has also been clear in all of its interactions with the public 
that it will prioritise those most vulnerable Londoners and this is reflected in the strategy.  When the final 
strategy was published it was accompanied by a final EIA that highlights some of the findings of the 
consultation and considers the impact and mitigation of the changes to older people, those with disabilities 
and others.  

This compares, Chair, favourably to the former Mayor’s closure of police stations in 2013 when there was no 
draft EIA and no formal consultation document.  He also received less than a quarter of the number of 
submissions received time.   

Tony Devenish AM:  Thank you, Mr Mayor.  Do you have any figures on how many elderly and disabled 
people took part in the consultation, please? 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  I am sure we do.  I can provide those to you offline, if you want me to. 
 

 
 
 

  



 
Housing and Planning 

 
Green cover and green open space 
Question Number 2018/0309 18 January 2018 David Kurten AM 

 

David Kurten AM:  Yes, Mr Mayor, there is a difference between green cover and green open space.  For 

example, if a building has a roof garden on it, you define that as having green cover, but that would not be 

green open space.  The concern that many people in London have is that you can put up a new building, 

put a roof garden on it, for example, and you would lose some green open space, but then you are 

measuring green cover.  You have lost the green open space, but you are defining the green cover as being 

the same.  If you excuse the pun, that is a cover for losing green open space.  Is that not true? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  I am using the definition used by the previous guy.  If you are not 

happy with the draft London Plan, we will look into the definition you want us to use, but the impression 

you were creating was I had invented a new definition to try to have a smokescreen.   

 

 

London Plan and public consultation 
Question Number 2018/0276 18 January 2018 Nicky Gavron AM 

 

Nicky Gavron AM:  Thank you for that answer.  We are on the same page.  In your chapter on good 

growth, you have a policy which says that people should be engaged at the very earliest opportunity in 

planning their areas and that they should be able to express their needs and be able also to - the boroughs 

and yourselves - take advantage of experience and knowledge.  This is all great.  Nowhere is this more 

important than in areas of regeneration, and they are strategic areas of regeneration.  These are the most 

distressed and multiply deprived, with huge challenges for communities.  Unless they have not just a voice 

but a strong, proactive role, I think they will not have any control - and we know they do not - over 

decisions which affect their lives.  It is really important because they are so under-resourced that they are 

resourced, and there is an anomaly because you have this really, really good, strong policy for Opportunity 

Areas.  There you say you are really going to help them; you are going to provide leadership and support in 

them having collaborative planning and preparation and implementation help, and this is not reflected - and 

it is puzzling that it is not reflected - in your strategic areas of regeneration.  I have heard what you said that 

some of these overlap with Opportunity Areas, and for others it is down to the boroughs, but these are 

strategic areas of regeneration, and you have a map saying that.  Therefore, it begs the question: don’t you 

have a strategic role in this?  I would want you to take this away, if you can, and consider it with your team, 

because the boroughs alone, even with all the other stakeholders and without your support, are not really 

going to be able to give that control over decisions which affect their lives that communities really need.  

Just take it away in advance of the Examination in Public maybe and consider this.  Would you? 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Yes.  It is a draft plan, so we always listen, especially to experienced 
colleagues.  Let me still reassure you in two ways.  The draft London Plan sets out an expectation that 
Opportunity Area Planning Frameworks should be prepared in a collaborative way with local communities 
and stakeholders, and that boroughs should produce strategies for their town centres that are inclusive and 
representative of the community.   

The final thing I would say is this.  I want Londoners to be active citizens.  You know as well as I do there are 

some parts of our city where people are not as articulate and do not get as involved.  We are funding five 



citizen-led engagement programmes that focus on engaging groups that do not usually have a voice in 

making decisions, and this is a good model I think of engaging communities, particularly in the areas that we 

are talking about, who up until now have not really got involved in the process of making decisions about 

their communities.  I am always happy to listen to ideas you have, and I will take away what you have said as 

a genuine consultation.  

 

 

 

London Plan and fire safety 
Question Number 2017/4430 16 November 2017 Jennette Arnold OBE AM 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  In relation to your medium rise to high-rise residential buildings, my 
policy requirements in the draft London Plan are for all new development proposals.  All new developments 
should achieve the highest form of fire safety at the outset, which is over and above what is done 
elsewhere.  I will revisit the Welsh example.  If it is the case that the Welsh have something that we could 
pinch, I am all in favour of stealing things well rather than inventing them badly.  I will see what they are 
doing, Navin.   

Navin Shah AM:  I have a couple of further questions.  If I may, Mr Mayor, I would like to pursue this 
outside this MQT with your team. 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Of course.  Chair, can I suggest that I arrange for Fiona Twycross [Fiona 

Twycross AM, Chair, LFEPA] to meet with the Assembly Member to discuss the proposals? 

 

 
 
Tenancy Deposit Loans- functional bodies 
Question number 2017/4307  16 November 2017  Sian Berry AM 
 

Sian Berry AM: Are all the other GLA functional bodies such as London Fire Brigade, MPS, TfL are they 

now all offering tenancy deposit loans to their employees? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  I think so, yes, and if that is not the case I will write to you, but I think 

that is the case. 

 

Sian Berry AM:  Okay.  Do you know how many GLA Group staff members have used the tenancy deposit 

loans? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  I am sorry, I cannot actually answer.  The GLA, MOPAC, Metropolitan 

Police Service police, TfL, London Fire and Emergency Planning Authority (LFEPA), LLDC, Old Park and 

Park Royal Development Corporation (OPDC) have all signed up to provide the loans.  I have not got the 

figures of how many have taken it up but I can write to you on that. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



New housing policies 
Question number: 2017/3938 12 October 2017  Sian Berry AM 

 

Sian Berry AM:  I am running out of time, I am really sorry.  This has actually started to be quite a good 

discussion.  I am waiting for a date for a meeting with you since the June Mayor’s Question Time, when we 

talked about estates.  I wonder if I can get that date soon and we can discuss this more? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Sure, we will sort that.  I will chase that up, Chair. 

 

 

 
The Mayor's Design Advocates 
Question number 2017/4072  12 October 2017  Navin Shah AM 

 

Navin Shah AM:  Thank you, Mr Mayor.  You have anticipated a couple of supplementary questions.  

However, on the first one, which you mentioned, which is the early work on the Design Review Charter, can 

you tell us how far advanced this work is and would you also be able to let us have the terms of reference 

for the Design Review Charter, please? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London): Not just on the housing design guidance, the charter you refer to, but 

other works, such as the prefabrication that Nicky Gavron [AM] raised at the last MQT, a really important 

area - but they are looking at a whole host of issues.  I am really happy for Jules Pipe and the team to sit 

down with you to discuss this. 

 

 
London’s population growth 
Question number: 2017/4102 12 October 2017  David Kurten AM 

 

David Kurten AM:  Have you got any more information about how we are going to prevent London from 

having a water deficit in the future? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London): The reality is many of the pipes are Victorian pipes and have not been 

maintained properly.  In addition to improving the maintenance of the pipes, they have got plans for the 

reservoir that you talked about.  I am happy to send you the details of the plans and Thames Water are in 

advanced stages in relation to that. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Yes, for the record. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Rough sleeping 
Question number 2017/3665  14 September 2017  Tom Copley AM 

 

Tom Copley AM: Can I ask what progress you have made establishing a new MOU with the Home Office 

and what measures to define data-sharing analysis will this contain and will it be published by the GLA? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London): The key issue you are alluding to is the sharing of data that is taking 

place routinely and my understanding is it is aggregated data shared routinely, and the concern you will 

have, I suspect, is individual level data.  I will make sure that James Murray shares that with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 
 

Environment 
 
Biodiversity in the London Plan 
Question Number 2018/0214 18 January 2018 Leonie Cooper AM 

 

Leonie Cooper AM:  That is good to hear.  Can I just also ask you about the work with the boroughs?  In 

the draft London Plan in G1 it talks about green infrastructure, which is obviously incredibly important and 

that is why it is in both the Environment Strategy and the Transport Strategy, as well as the London Plan.  It 

says that boroughs should prepare green infrastructure strategies, and it runs through a list of all the things 

that that should cover.  It does not specifically talk about biodiversity action plans and, coming back to the 

principle around making sure that we have targets, I am very keen for the boroughs to continue to have 

targets as well.  Perhaps they will automatically set them, but I would quite like the words “biodiversity 

action plan” to be included within G1.  Is that a possibility that we could include that in the final version of 

the London Plan? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Let us look into that. 

 

…. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  In the draft Environment Strategy I have committed to work with 

partners, including the London Local Environmental Records Centres, to update the London list of priority 

species and to develop new approaches to London-wide monitoring.  What I always have planned to do is to 

use my London Environment Strategy, as well as the update to the All London Green Grid Supplementary 

Planning Guidance, to signpost boroughs and others to the service that the local environmental records 

centre can provide.  I will reiterate the need to use biodiversity data and other sources when it comes to 

making informed planning decisions. 
 
 

Is London burning too much waste? 
Question Number 2017/4961 14 December 2017 Caroline Russell AM 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  I am not sure why there is a link between the incinerator and the 
recycling rates dropping.  Maybe it is a perverse incentive.  I am happy to look into the point you have 
raised and maybe speak to my Deputy Mayor for Environment and Energy about that.  I have been quite 
welcoming of the partnership between Merton, Sutton, Kingston and Croydon and the approach they are 
taking, procuring a waste treatment contract and waste collection contract together.  Now that you have 
warned me about what could happen, why do I not speak to the four councils to make sure we do not 
inadvertently reach the position you referred to with Belvedere? 

Caroline Russell AM:  That would be very helpful.  I realise none of us can predict what might happen, but 
if it does -- 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  I take your point, yes.  

Caroline Russell AM:  -- you do have the power to direct a waste authority that is not in general 
conformity with your policies and targets.  If the recycling rates of the South London Waste Partnership 
boroughs fall once the Viridor incinerator is onstream, will you consider using your powers of direction to 
get them to boost their recycling? 



Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Hopefully we will not get there because you have told me about it.  We 

will look into it.  We do not want to get there but you are right, as a last resort we do have tools in the 

toolkit that can be used.  The local authorities know this and they can be reminded of this.  Because you 

have alerted me to a precedent that is not a good one, let us speak to them and see what we can do.  
 
 
 

 
 
 

Health 
 

 
Cancer patient experience  
Question Number 2017/5217 14 December 2017 Navin Shah AM 

 

Navin Shah AM:  Thank you, Mr Mayor.  I appreciate that you have constraints in terms of the 
responsibility you have in this area but like you said, the survey findings are extremely worrying.  The 
question is, is there any way you can have any figures or data available borough-wide across London to 
measure the scale of the problem?  If there are any such figures available, perhaps within your Health 
Inequalities Strategy you can put in some measures to see how those problems can be addressed through 
agencies, joined-up working and so on, and the outcome based on those measures as well.  

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  When I received your question I asked for the London-wide data and 
you are right, we do not hold it.  It is not held in City Hall, it is held by NHS England.  As a consequence of 
the concerns you have raised, I will ask NHS England for the data they have for London.  This information is 
crucial for us to look at where the patterns are, in the communities that all of us know.  This is not a party-
political point.  What this survey uncovers is areas of deprivation and areas where there are high BAME 
populations are receiving a less good service than they should, though you can see the innovations in 
science and how brilliantly the NHS doctors, clinicians and nurses work.  That is not acceptable.  As soon as I 
receive that data, I will pass that on to all Assembly Members.  

  
 

 
 
  



 
 
 

Other 
 

Arts and business philanthropy 
Final Draft Consolidated Budget 2018/19 - 22 February 2018 - Peter Whittle AM 

 
Peter Whittle AM:  Mr Mayor, just carrying on from Assembly Member Shah’s question, I just wonder 

whether you would consider, in the two years you have left as Mayor or if you have more, starting up 

something along the lines of Arts & Business?  You might remember Arts & Business.  It was quite a big 

quasigovernment organisation, which tried to get philanthropists on board.  Given that we have a huge 

number of very wealthy people in this capital, would this not be a great initiative to come particularly from 

the Mayor? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Thanks, Peter.  Yes, of course, it is a cracking idea to involve business in 

arts.  We are doing a lot of that with the Mayor’s Fund.  I recently had a meeting with the City of London 

Corporation, which is trying to raise money from private sector businesses around the concert hall, which is a 

really good way of doing this.  We have involved the private sector in relation to the London Borough of 

Culture.  Justine Simons as the Deputy Mayor for Culture [and Creative Industries] regularly meets with the 

business community.  Bloomberg gave us some really useful help in relation to the Cultural and Education 

District.  I am always happy to speak to businesses, particularly the philanthropic wing of businesses.  Also, 

many businesses are interested in the arts and we should take huge advantage of that as well.  It is business 

that will sponsor the free concert taking place in Trafalgar Square that Simon Rattle [Music Director, London 

Symphony Orchestra] will be conducting later on this summer.  BMW will sponsor that.  I am always happy 

to speak to businesses in relation to their contribution to making arts richer in London. 

 

Peter Whittle AM:  I am very pleased to hear that, Mr Mayor.  I was just thinking of something forward-

looking that is actually a dedicated body, a general fund as opposed to sponsorship of individual -- 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Chair, I know that time is up.  Can I just answer that?  My Deputy 

Mayor [for Social Integration, Social Mobility and Community Engagement] Matthew Ryder is looking into 

the whole area of philanthropy.  I will ask him to speak with you about that.   

 
 

GLA and London Councils Pool Money  
Final Draft Consolidated Budget 2018/19 -  22 February 2018 - Gareth Bacon AM 
 
Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Just another thing for you to think about is that, additionally, there is 

£55 million from when we and London Councils pool money.  There will have to be consideration as to how 

we monitor that in relation to the value we add there as well.  We have delayed that until after May for 

obvious reasons with the elections in May. 

 

Gareth Bacon AM:  Yes, that is fine so far as this discussion, but when can we expect a bit more detail?  I 

understand you cannot necessarily have all the detail right now because this is a brand-new fund, but will 

this be something, for example, that you might bring to the Budget and Performance Committee? 

 



The reason I am asking the question - and it is not intended to be difficult - is because there is an 

opportunity cost of spending this money on this rather than on something else.  The Assembly will want to 

be satisfied that you are going to get bang for your buck, rather than, if it is a very good initiative but does 

not deliver anything -- 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Chair, can I say?  We should.  One of the roles you perform is to provide 

the checks and balances and, often, there are good ideas.  Let us do that.  Can I undertake to do that? 

 
 

 

Islamic Burial Sites 
Question Number 2017/5023 14 December 2017 Keith Prince AM 

Keith Prince AM:  Thank you, Mr Mayor.  As you quite rightly said in relation to the Islamic religion, reuse 
is not an option, but I hope and I can tell you do agree that the lack of burial sites is a major issue across 
London.  Of course, you are absolutely right that ultimately it is the boroughs that have to make those 
decisions as to where they can be located, but there is a role for you, Mr Mayor, as the Mayor of all London, 
I believe, in helping and encouraging boroughs to accommodate Muslim burial sites.  With that in mind, 
Mr Mayor, I would really be grateful if you would agree to meet with me, Councillor Chaudhary from 
Redbridge, some imams and also representatives of the Muslim burial associations in order that we can have 
a chat and see where you could help and assist. 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Chair, I cannot think of anything more fun than seeing Assembly 

Member Prince outside of Mayor’s Question Time (MQT) and so I am more than happy to say yes to that 

meeting, if that helps. 
 

 
 
Glass Ceiling 
Question Number 2017/4430 16 November 2017 Jennette Arnold OBE AM 
 

Jennette Arnold AM: Will you commit to introducing a pay gap audit across the GLA Group which would 

actually give us the evidence in terms of gender for BAME women? 
 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London): I will take up your challenge in relation to walking the walk amongst the 

GLA family because you are right, we have got to make efforts in relation to gender equality, race equality, 

but also when there is the double discrimination of BAME women.  I am happy to work with you off line as 

well about ideas you have got to raise our game because we are nowhere near where we should be. 
 

Jennette Arnold OBE AM (Chair):  Yes.  The other bit of evidence that I have found is a particular area 

that you have powers in and that is in the apprenticeship, the work that is going on, and there it is 

noticeable that women, in particular women of BAME heritage, are less likely to be in the higher level 

apprenticeships and are less likely to finish their training because of the obstacles they face, even though 

they are in the lower grades.  I wonder if you could speak to your Deputy and ensure that that is an issue 

that he is minded on. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  I take a personal interest in issues around diversity.  The recent tranche 

of applicants for the apprenticeship scheme, and the good news is almost 60% of them were women, and 

the good news is almost 60% were BAME.  But I take your point about retention and progression.  Can I 



come back to you on that?  I do not think it is one Deputy Mayor’s role but I think it is a number of them 

need to take responsibility for this.  Can I again come back to you about your challenge again about 

retention and progression?  Because if there are people falling down we need to address that.  There is no 

point spotting somebody and not nurturing them all the way right to the top.  So, again, can we discuss that 

off line?  But it is not just one Deputy Mayor’s responsibility; it is everyone’s. 
 

Nicky Gavron AM:  This is on the maternity pay gap.  It is on the maternity employment rate, a 

supplementary question.  We talked about the gender pay gap and I now want to talk about the 

motherhood pay gap.  From the moment you become a mother and enter the workplace in this country you 

are disadvantaged.  The Trades Union Congress (TUC) has produced some national research, not London 

research, which shows that a woman aged 42 in full-time employment is facing a pay penalty for being a 

mother of 11% over the lifetime of her job.  She is always going to get about 11% less on average compared 

with a woman without children.  I wonder whether you are going to do, or are doing, any work on working 

out what is this sort of the motherhood pay penalty in London where it will be, I think, much higher.  If you 

could do that work then you could share your findings please with the Assembly. 
 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  How do we stop a situation where if you are a mum you are less likely 

to progress in your career and you are more likely to earn less?  How do we make childcare more accessible?  

A number of things we are doing with the good work practice, if I am frank, in relation to the pay gap 

between a mother and others in the workplace, or a mother and men in the workplace, that is not an issue 

we are looking at specifically but I am happy to discuss that with my Deputy Mayor, Joanne McCartney AM, 

about what work we can do, or works already been done which we can feed in to. 

 

Nicky Gavron AM: The other thing is that, with the introduction of the benefit cap, women on low 

incomes now, it is getting worse for them and it is particularly so if you are a single mother.  It means that 

you cannot access childcare until your children are two and you cannot afford it obviously.  You cannot get 

free childcare.  Four single mothers, earlier this year, took the Government to court, and they took the 

Government to court on the basis that they could not take up the 16-hours of work because they could not 

get child-care.  The judge ruled in their favour and said that it was unlawful of the Government to include 

mothers with children under two in the benefit cap.  Can you believe this?  The Government have appealed 

against this.  I want to know if you are lobbying the government on this and if you can make sure that the 

judge's ruling is carried through. 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  I am afraid, Chair, and I am embarrassed to say this, I am not familiar 

with the case, so can I look at the case and speak to the team about this because it is astonishing?  By the 

way, the impact of the Government's benefit cap, particularly in London with the high cost of living we have 

in London.  I am really happy to go and look at the judgement, Chair, and then consider what action we 

should take as a consequence of that. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


